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Family Ministries Game Night 
What a wonderful time of fun and fellowship!!  Over 70 people came to enjoy dinner and games on 
Friday, January 29th in the Great Hall.  The Youth Group came early and worked hard to serve a deli-
cious meal of spaghetti, salad, and garlic bread followed with ice cream sundaes for dessert.  After 
dinner, families went into the parlor to play board games.  The evening ended with several games of 
BINGO.  Many of the children got to call the numbers for the BINGO games and the winners had a 
wonderful selection of gifts to choose from.  The whole table 
was rewarded with the winner of the “blackout” round.  It 
was a wonderful evening of fun with the church family. 
 

Scout Ministry 

Family Ministry 

Family Campout 
Sat., May 29th – Mon., May 31st 

Steve F. Austin State Park 

God & Family Presentations: 

 February 14, 2010 
 

Several Cub Scouts and their mentors com-
pleted the God & Family program recently. 
They were recognized on Scouting Minis-
tries Sunday. Carmen Gonzalez served as 
the counselor. 

Receiving their medals were Michael King, 
Antony Flores, Aaron Gonzalez, Mason 
Jones, and Ezekiel Pacheco. 

God & Family is the program for fourth and 
fifth graders. Since this is a Christian educa-
tion program, participants do not have to 
be a Scout to participate. Another class will 
begin in the fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carmen Gonzalez  
recognized with the  

Cross and Flame 
Award 

 
Upon recommendation of the Spring 
Woods UMC Council on Ministries, the 
General Commission on United Meth-
odist Men has recognized Carmen 
Gonzalez with the Cross and Flame 
Award. Carmen received the award on 
Scouting Ministries Sunday in February. 

This award recognized men and 
women who give unusual amounts of 
time and energy in dedicated service 
with children and youth. 

Carmen has given faithful service to 
our church by serving in many minis-
tries, most noticeably through music, 
Vacation Bible School, Music Camp 
and Scouting. He has served as a coun-
selor for both the God & Me and God 
& Family courses for children. He is a 
long-time Scout leader, most recently 
as the Cubmaster for Pack 262. 

Thank you, Carmen! 
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Units participate in Centennial Food Drive 
All four Scouting units sponsored by Spring 
Woods participated in the Sam Houston 
Area Council Food Drive recently. This 
event was the first of the BSA Centennial 
Events in Sam Houston Area Council. 

Pack 900 (Majors Elementary) and Pack 52 
(Meyer Elementary) braved the cold (and a 
little snow) on January 30 to put out door 
tags in the Ponderosa and North Forest 
subdivisions. On February 6, Troop 900 
and Crew 900 canvassed those neighbor-
hoods to gather the food so generously left 
by residents. In addition, members of 
Spring Woods UMC filled both our food 
barrels as part of this effort. All food col-
lected by our Scout units was delivered to 
NAM to help our neighbors. 

Council-wide, Scouts collected nearly 
212,000 pounds of food—stocking food 
banks in Houston and the surrounding 16 
counties. This was a joint effort with the 
Souper Bowl of Caring. 
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MD Anderson  
Blood Drive Dates 

March 21       May 23       October 31      
8:00 am to 12:30 pm 

Youth will be selling Breakfast Tacos for this event. 

Thank you for Saving Lives! 
Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  

Galatians 6:2 
I want to express my extreme appreciation to 156 generous blood donors who attempted to or gave blood in 2009. We 
had 4 blood drives and collected a total of 129 units of blood.  That number of donations translates roughly into 387 
blood products that helped save hundreds of lives. I thank you with all my heart for your selflessness and compassion. It 
is truly a gift of love and life. Thank you also to the people who have given time, to help me, and Kelly and the youth who 
have served a healthy and hearty breakfast taco each Blood Drive Sunday. 
This year, 2010 we are only able to schedule 3 blood drives because of available dates. However, I believe with all of 
my heart that we can collect as many or more units than in 2009. It just means that more healthy individuals have to 
overcome whatever is preventing them from donating and step up.   

Many of you know individuals who have been helped by M.D. Anderson. The Spring Woods Congregation has now and 
in the past, had more than its’ share of patients treated by this “state of the art” Cancer Hospital and research center. 
We put these people in our prayers and try to help them stay courageous in the face of cancer. But what would happen 
if there was no blood? Just remember this one fact. Nothing matters if treatment stops because blood is not available. 
More times than we want to know, chemo or other life saving measures are postponed because platelets or red blood 
cells are not on the shelf. Sometimes it is the real difference between living and dying. What do you say to someone’s 
child who is waiting for blood and has already had more needle sticks than we can imagine? What do you say to the par-
ents? 

Through the years I have been heading up the blood drives at Spring Woods, several people have started giving who 
never had before. There are also a plethora of faithful donors that look forward to giving. Others have tried over and 
over, even though they are not good candidates, the desire to help is so strong they keep trying.  

The 1st blood drive is, March 21. Please consider signing up and remember, as many as 3 patients can be helped by 
your one donation.   In His Peace     Gilda Hart        

Blood Drive Ministry 

Auction Items Needed… 
Weekday Ministries will have their annual fundraiser, 
“Blessings and Blooms” featuring the children’s art-
work in April this year.  A Hawaiian dinner and musical 
presentation will be followed by a live auction of the 
children’s work. A silent auction is also a part of this 
event.  If you would like to donate items for this event, 
please contact Cathy Gokey or you may bring them to 
the school anytime before April 15th. 
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GREETINGS TO SPRING WOODS UNITED METHODIST, 
In September of 2009, our church became one of the many host site 
churches across the country that distribute nutritious and economically 
priced food products through the wonderful ministry of Angel Food.  
Founded in 1994 by Joe and Linda Wingo, Angel Food was a way to pro-
vide food for the Wingo’s friends and neighbors who were struggling finan-
cially.  Today, the Angel Food program is helping to provide food relief to 
more than 500,000 families each month.  But Angel Food is not just 
a food ministry.  Yes, it helps to provide food for the body, but it is 
also a means for us to minister to the spiritual needs of those who 
just need reassurance that others care. 
 

Angel Food at Spring Woods is making a difference -- to our church 
family and to our community.  The response to this food ministry by 
our church members is very exciting and the word is spreading.  In 
addition to the orders taken at the church, we also receive orders 
from the internet which has increased our exposure.  Each month, 
our total orders average 60-70 boxes and we are seeing a wider 
mile radius of those interested in Angel Food.  The areas our  cus-
tomers have been coming from are the Woodlands, Spring, the 249 
area, and up and down Interstate 45.  Many of those ordering are 
repeat customers which is an endorsement of the convenience of 
ordering, the satisfaction with the variety of foods offered, and of 
course, the price.  
 

Here is how the Angel Food process works at Spring Woods.  We 
have wonderful church stewards who have committed their time to 
make our monthly distribution of food a success.  Our teams include 
unloaders who rise early on the day of distribution to get the food 
and bring it back to our church; greeters and registration clerks who 
check in the customers, re-order clerks who take the next month’s 
orders, boxers who help with packing the food items and a check 
out team which pulls each item on the customer’s order, confirms it 
is correct and assists them to their car with the boxes of food.   We 
have so many offers from our members to be a part of the Angel 
Food process.  We even have our Boy Scouts volunteering their time 
to be a part of the food line; our Associate Pastor has worked the 
food line; and one of our regular volunteers is under the age of 10!   
Along with the food items the customers have purchased, we also enclose with their order, a copy of 
the current Spring Woods Newsletter and any other special events or activities coming up during the 
next month.  Hopefully with this effort, our new friends can read and see what other wonderful min-
istries Spring Woods has to offer.  
 

With the endorsement of our Senior Pastor to participate as an Angel Food host site church, we are 
praying and seeking insight on ways to make this outreach ministry a blessing to all our neighbors.  
We are reaching out to our friends who receive services from Northwest Assistance Ministries and 
we have partnered with the local schools.   As we talk with our customers who are visitors to our 
church, we want to spread the word of God’s goodness and how He has blessed us here at Spring 
Woods.  We encourage them to come check us out so that both their body and soul may be filled! 

Angel Food Ministries 
will be taking orders for 
the month of March be-
ginning on Sunday, 
March 7, 2010.  We will 
take orders again, on 
Sunday March 14, 2010 
in the Great Hall.  Orders 
will also be taken during 
the week on Tuesday 
March 9 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. and on 
Wednesday, March 10 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
Distribution day for 
March will be March 
27th,   9:30 am -1:00 am.  
Don't forget, you can 
also order online by go-
ing to the Angel Food 
Ministries website and 
click on online ordering  
to order.  Please be sure 
to check the menu each 
month as the items do 
change. 
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                       Orders Due:  March 14, 2010 

Distribution Day:  March 28, 2010        9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Spring Woods United Methodist Church  

1711 FM 1960 West, Houston, Texas  77090 (281-444-6468) 
 www.angelfoodministries.com 


